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	Supreme Court Case
	Case Date
	Chief Justice

	Worcester v. Georgia
	1831 and 1832
	John Marshall


	Case Background

	· Aka “Cherokee cases”

· Georgia laws had been made that attempted to regulate access by US citizens to Cherokee country


	Case Issues

	· Sovereignty of tribes

· Who had authority over tribal affairs


	Court Decision(s)

	· Marshall invalidated the Georgia laws

· Claimed only the Federal gov’t could regulate US citizen access

· Explained the tribes were sovereign entities in much the same way Georgia was a sovereign entity – “distinct political communities, having territorial boundaries within which their authority is exclusive”


	Legal Impact of Case

	· Consolidated federal authority over the sates, and over the tribes

· Further defined the nature of the Indian nations

· Defended power of federal gov’t, and affirming and expanding the rights of the tribes to remain free form the authority of state gov’t

· Defined a place for Indian tribes within the American political system

· Tribes had basic property rights and were sovereign entities not subject to the authority of state gov’t

· Federal gov’t like a “guardian” governing its “ward” had ultimate authority over tribal affairs – even though the authority was limited by the government’s obligation to protect Indian welfare

· These provisions were seldom enough to defend Indians form the steady westward march of white civilization, but they formed the basis of what legal protections they had


