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	Supreme Court Case
	Case Date
	Chief Justice

	Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railroad Co. v. Illinois 
	1886
	Samuel Miller


	Case Background

	· With rail lines crisscrossing the nation, the question of who would control rail rates and monitor the practices of the railroads had become an increasingly difficult one to answer. 
· Many states establish their own regulatory boards, but since the rail companies operated between states, enforcing state laws on them proved cumbersome and impractical. 
· Meanwhile the railroads, operating without the oversight of any effective regulatory body, set their own standards and practices, which resulted in many abuses. 
· When the Wabash, St. Louis and Pacific Railway Company challenged the intervention of the state of Illinois in its business, the case eventually went to the Supreme Court.


	Case Issues

	· States controlling trade/economy vs. public control vs. federal control


	Court Decision(s)

	· Declared that states could not regulate commerce that went beyond their boundaries
· Therefore the companies basically won

· The state could not regulate these real lines, which stretched across many states

· Victory for companies, loss for regulators


	Legal Impact of Case

	· Declared that states could not regulate commerce that went beyond their boundaries
· Regulation had to come from the federal government
· Provided the basis for the formation of the Interstate Commerce Commission in 1887


