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	Supreme Court Case
	Case Date
	Chief Justice

	Miranda. v. AZ
	1966
	Earl Warren


	Case Background

	· Ernesto Miranda was arrested and charged with rape, kidnapping, and robbery

· Miranda was not informed of his rights prior to the police interrogation. 

· During interrogation, Miranda allegedly confessed to committing the crimes, which the police apparently recorded. 

· Had mental disability – never even finished 9th grade

· At trial, the prosecution's case consisted solely of his confession. 

· Miranda was convicted of both rape and kidnapping and sentenced to 20 to 30 years in prison

· He appealed to the Arizona Supreme Court, claiming that the police had unconstitutionally obtained his confession. 

· The court upheld the conviction so Miranda appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, which reviewed the case in 1966. 


	Case Issues

	· Rights to an attorney

· What must be said to a person being arrested

· Is it constitutional to interrogate someone without telling him or her his or her rights?

· Rights protecting against self-incrimination 


	Court Decision(s)

	· The Supreme Court ruled that detained criminal suspects, prior to police questioning, must be informed of their constitutional right to an attorney and against self-incrimination

· Ruled that the prosecution could not introduce Miranda's confession as evidence in a criminal trial because the police had failed to first inform Miranda of his right to an attorney and against self-incrimination

· The police duty to give these warnings is compelled by the Constitution's Fifth Amendment, which gives a criminal suspect the right to refuse "to be a witness against himself," and Sixth Amendment, which guarantees criminal defendants the right to an attorney. 

· Said that the right against self-incrimination had always been a part of American law


	Legal Impact of Case

	· Gave birth to the Miranda Rights 

· Right to remain silent, Right to an attorney

· Changed way criminals were arrested

· Most likely changed how court cases worked 

· Largely stopped much self-incrimination on crime scene


http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/landmark_miranda.html 


