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	Supreme Court Case
	Case Date
	Chief Justice

	McCulloch v. Maryland
	1819
	John Marshall


	Case Background

	· The National Bank had become so unpopular in the South and the West that several of the states tried to drive branches out of business by outright prohibition or by confiscatory taxes


	Case Issues

	· Case presented two constitutional questions to the Supreme Court:

· Could Congress charter a bank?

· If so, could individual states ban it or tax it?

· Daniel Webster, one of the Bank’s attorneys, argued that establishing such an institution came within the “necessary and proper” clause of the Constitution and that the power to tax involved a “power to destroy” – if the sates could tax the Bank at all, they could tax it to death


	Court Decision(s)

	· Marshall sided with Webster

· He confirmed the “implied powers” of Congress by upholding the constitutionality of the Bank of the United States


	Legal Impact of Case

	· Confirmed applied powers of congress

· Showed that the federal government held ultimate authority on economic decisions


