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	Supreme Court Case
	Case Date
	Chief Justice

	Korematsu v. US
	1944
	Harlan F. Stone


	Case Background

	· FDR’s Executive Order 9066 (Japanese internment)

· Fred Korematsu, an American-born citizen of Japanese descent, refused to leave his home in San Leandro, California. 

· He was convicted, but appealed, and in 1944 his case reached the Supreme Court.


	Case Issues

	· How much power is given ot the US government during war time?

· Is wartime power enough to override civil rights and liberties?

· Can an executive order discrimante against a certain race?


	Court Decision(s)

	· A 6-3 majority on the Court upheld Korematsu's conviction. 
· Writing for the majority, Justice Hugo Black stated: "all legal restrictions which curtail the civil rights of a single racial group are immediately suspect" and subject to tests of "the most rigid scrutiny," not all such restrictions are inherently unconstitutional.
· Also decided that a decision such as Order 9066 could not be made on racial prejudice or racial initiative.

· Justice Robert Jackson and Justice Owen Roberts dissented, but eventually both admitted to the majority


	Legal Impact of Case

	· Made it so that the US could not create an Executive Order discriminating against race, even during wartime

· Represented an admittance that the Order was wrong and unjust

· Set precedent for later cases that might include Executive order against a certain group or race 


Supporting info from http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecourt/personality/landmark_korematsu.html

