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	Supreme Court Case
	Case Date
	Chief Justice

	Johnson v. McIntosh
	1823
	John Marshall


	Case Background

	· Leaders of the Illinois and Pineakeshaw tribes had sold parcels of their lad not a group of white settlers (including Johnson) but had later singed a treaty with the federal gov’t ceding territory that included the same parcels to the US

· The US then granted homestead to new white settlers (including McIntosh) on land claimed by Johnson


	Case Issues

	· The Court was asked to decide which claim had precedence.


	Court Decision(s)

	· Marshall’s ruling (not very surprisingly) favored the US

· To explain it, he offered a preliminary definition of the place of Indians within the nations

· The tribes had a basic right to their tribal lands, he said, that preceded all other American law


	Legal Impact of Case

	· Individual American citizens could not buy or take land form tribes, only the federal gov’t could

· Gave government supreme authority of Native territorial affairs

· Also defined a place for Indian tribes within the American political system


