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	Supreme Court Case
	Case Date
	Chief Justice

	Griswold v. CT
	1965
	Earl Warren


	Case Background

	· Estelle Griswold, the executive director of Planned Parenthood League of Connecticut, and Dr. C. Lee Buxton, doctor and professor at Yale Medical School, were arrested and found guilty as accessories to providing illegal contraception

· Griswold and Buxton appealed to the Supreme Court of Errors of Connecticut, claiming that the law violated the U.S. Constitution

· The Connecticut court upheld the conviction, and Griswold and Buxton appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, which reviewed the case in 1965. 


	Case Issues

	· Contraceptives

· Marital rights – government involvement in personal rights

· Rights of married couples

· Government involvement in family life


	Court Decision(s)

	· The Supreme Court ruled that a state's ban on the use of contraceptives violated the right to marital privacy.

· Ruled that the law violated the "right to marital privacy" and could not be enforced against married people

· Creates a general "right to privacy" that cannot be unduly infringed. 


	Legal Impact of Case

	· Set future precedent for personal rights vs. state
· Big step in civil rights for individuals
· Matched sexual revolution of the time period
· Legally opened the door for further cases in other states against similar laws


