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	Supreme Court Case
	Case Date
	Chief Justice

	Gideon v. Wainwright
	1963
	Hugo Black


	Case Background

	· Gideon was charged with breaking and entering into a Panama City, Florida, pool hall and stealing money from the hall's vending machines

· At trial, Gideon, who could not afford a lawyer himself, requested that an attorney be appointed to represent him. 
· He was told by the judge that Florida only provided attorneys to indigent defendants charged with crimes that might result in the death penalty if they were found guilty.


	Case Issues

	· Should lawyers be given to everyone

· Is there a right to having a lawyer? 


	Court Decision(s)

	· The Supreme Court, in a unanimous decision written by Justice Hugo Black, ruled that Gideon's conviction was unconstitutional because Gideon was denied a defense lawyer at trial

· From the 1930s on, however, the Court interpreted the amendment as requiring the state to provide defense attorneys in capital trials (see Powell v. Alabama [1932]). 


	Legal Impact of Case

	· Gideon v. Wainwright was part of the Supreme Court's innovative approach to criminal justice in the 1950s and 1960s. The Warren Court extended an unprecedented array of rights to criminal defendants

· To do this day, people still have the right to a lawyer


http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/landmark_gideon.html 


