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	Supreme Court Case
	Case Date
	Chief Justice

	Gibbons v. Ogden
	1824
	John Marshall


	Case Background

	· The state of New York had granted the steamboat company of Robert Fulton and Robert Livingston the exclusive right to carry passenger son the Hudson River to New York City

· Fulton and Livingston then gave Aaron Ogden the business of carrying passengers across the river between New York and New Jersey

· But Thomas Gibbons, with a license granted under an act of Congress, began competing with Ogden for the ferry traffic

· Ogden brought suit against him and won in the New York courts

· Gibbons appealed to the Supreme Court


	Case Issues

	· The most important question was whether Congress’s power to give Gibbons a license to operate his ferry superseded the state of New York’s power to grant Ogden a monopoly


	Court Decision(s)

	· Marshall claimed that the power of Congress to regulate interstate commerce (which, he said, included navigation) was “complete in itself” and might be “exercised to its utmost extent.”

· Ogden’s state-granted monopoly was therefore void


	Legal Impact of Case

	· The Court strengthened Congress’s power to regulate interstate commerce

· Established the primacy of the federal government over the states in regulating the economy and opened the way for an increased federal role in promoting economic growth

· Highly nationalistic decisions designed to promote the growth of a strong, unified, and economically developed United States


