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	Supreme Court Case
	Case Date
	Chief Justice

	Fletcher vs. Peck
	1810
	John Marshall


	Case Background

	· Arose out of a series of notorious land frauds in Georgia
· Corruption involved + shady companies and fraud

· Previous legislature had already granted land


	Case Issues

	· Court had to decide whether the Georgia legislature of 1796 could repeal the act of the previous legislature which had granted lands under shady circumstances to Yazoo Land Companies


	Court Decision(s)

	· Marshall held that a land grant was a valid contract and therefore could not be repealed, even if corruption was involved
· Decision was unanimous


	Legal Impact of Case

	· This ruling defended the inviolability of contracts (meaning that the contract couldn’t be repealed, or violated)
· Gave strength in legal terms to contracts


