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	Supreme Court Case
	Case Date
	Chief Justice

	Dennis et. al. v. US
	1951
	Fred M. Vinson


	Case Background

	· In 1948, Eugene Dennis, general secretary of the American Communist Party, along with several other high-ranking communists, was arrested and convicted of having violated the Smith Act [Which made it a criminal offense to attempt or support to overthrow the government]

· His case eventually made it to the Supreme Court


	Case Issues

	· Are civil rights more important than the security of the government?

· Can the government suspend or void civil rights in order to protect the life of the government?

· Does the First Amendment protect against those who ‘speak’ to advocate for the overthrow or destruction of the government?


	Court Decision(s)

	· Upheld the constitutionality of the Smith Act (1940), which made it a criminal offense to advocate the violent overthrow of the government or to organize or be a member of any group or society devoted to such advocacy.

· the following June 4 the Supreme Court issued a 6–2 ruling upholding the convictions, in essence finding that it was constitutional to restrict the guarantee of freedom of speech found in the U.S. Constitution’s First Amendment when an individual’s speech was so grave that it represented a vital threat to the security of the country


	Legal Impact of Case

	· Upheld the fact that civil rights were suspended and void if the use of civil rights were to violently overthrow the government or to have the goal of overthrowing the government

· Upheld the laws that the First Amendment did not protect those whose speech represented a vital threat to the security of the country or of the government


Supporting information from http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/157928/Dennis-v-United-States

