
APUSH: Supreme Court Cases Matrix
Kevin Moffatt

	Supreme Court Case
	Case Date
	Chief Justice

	Dartmouth College v. Woodward
	1819
	John Marshall


	Case Background

	· Republicans gained control of the New Hampshire state government

· They tried to revise Dartmouth College’s charter (which was granted by King George III in 1769) in order to convert the private college to a state University

· Daniel Webster, a Dartmouth graduate and brilliant orator, argued the college’s case


	Case Issues

	· Webster insisted the Dartmouth charter was a contract, and therefore protected by the same doctrine that the Court had upheld in Fletcher v. Peck


	Court Decision(s)

	· Court ruled for Dartmouth, proclaiming that corporation charters such as the one the colonial legislature had granted the college were contracts and thus inviolable


	Legal Impact of Case

	· This decision placed important restrictions on the ability of sate governments to control corporations

· By overturning the act of the legislature and the decisions of the New Hampshire courts, the justices also implicitly claimed for themselves the right to override the decisions of state courts


