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	Supreme Court Case
	Case Date
	Chief Justice

	Baker v. Carr
	1962
	Earl Warren


	Case Background

	· Charles Baker (P) was a resident of Shelby County, Tennessee. 
· Baker filed suit against Joe Carr, the Secretary of State of Tennessee. Baker’s complaint alleged that the Tennessee legislature had not redrawn its legislative districts since 1901, in violation of the Tennessee State Constitution 
· He asserted that the demographics of the state had changed shifting a greater proportion of the population to the cities, thereby diluting his vote in violation of the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.

· Baker sought an injunction prohibiting further elections, and sought the remedy of reapportionment or at-large elections. 
· The district court denied relief on the grounds that the issue of redistricting posed a political question and would therefore not be heard by the court.


	Case Issues

	· Do federal courts have jurisdiction to hear a constitutional challenge to a legislative apportionment?

· What is the test for resolving whether a case presents a political question?


	Court Decision(s)

	· Yes. Federal courts have jurisdiction to hear a constitutional challenge to a legislative apportionment.

· The court held that this case was justifiable and did not present a political question


	Legal Impact of Case

	· The court noted that judicial standards under the Equal Protection Clause were well developed and familiar, and it had been open to courts since the enactment of the Fourteenth Amendment to determine if an act is arbitrary and capricious and reflects no policy. 
· When a question is enmeshed with any of the other two branches of the government, it presents a political question and the Court will not answer it without further clarification from the other branches.
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